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ARTICLE I 
NAME AND ORGANIZATION 
 
I-l The organization shall be known as the <Name> Regional Chapter of the American 
Society of Hypertension, Inc. (ASH).   
 
I-2  The Chapter will be licensed by the American Society of Hypertension to serve the 
membership in the geographical region comprising the States of <state(s)>. 
 
I-3 The Chapter shall adhere to the bylaws, purpose, objectives and policy of the 
American Society of Hypertension. 
 
I-4  The Chapter shall be a separate and distinct corporate structure from the American 
Society of Hypertension, and secure its own 50l © (3) tax-exempt status.  
 
 
ARTICLE II 
PURPOSE 
 
II-1  The Chapter shall further the objectives of the American Society of Hypertension by 
organizing and conducting educational activities designed to promote and encourage the 
development, advancement, and exchange of scientific information in all aspects of 
research, diagnosis and treatment of hypertension, and related cardiovascular diseases in 
its geographical region. 
 
II-2  The Chapter will have a local impact on hypertension education by exercising a key 
role in promoting public awareness, prevention, timely detection and management of 
hypertension and related cardiovascular disease. 
 
 
ARTICLE III 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
III-1  Chapter membership is available to members of the American Society of 
Hypertension who have a demonstrated serious interest in the field of hypertension and 
cardiovascular disease. 

 
ACTIVE MEMBERS: 
Active Members of the American Society of Hypertension who have undertaken 
and accomplished meritorious original scientific investigation and accomplished 
meritorious original scientific investigation and research programs in the field of 
hypertension and cardiovascular disease, and or those involved in the diagnosis 
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and treatment of hypertension and cardiovascular disease, and/or those individuals 
who have expressed interest in or concern for this field.   
 
MEMBERS-IN-TRAINING: 
Members-In-Training of the American Society of Hypertension.  
 
EMERITUS MEMBERS: 
Emeritus Members of the American Society of Hypertension. 

 
III-2  Only Active Members of the Chapter in good standing will be eligible to vote and 
to hold office in the Chapter.  Other Chapter Members will be eligible to serve on 
committees of the Chapter. 
 
III-3  Individuals electing to become Chapter Members must simultaneously be members 
of the American Society of Hypertension, with membership year commencing on 
October lst each year.  
 
III-4  Membership in the Chapter shall terminate when the member ceases to hold 
membership in the American Society of Hypertension or fails to pay required Chapter 
dues as specified in Article X II of these Bylaws. 
 
ARTICLE IV 
OFFICERS 
 
IV-1  The Officers of the Chapter will consist of a President, President-Elect, Secretary 
and Treasurer and the Immediate Past President. 
 
IV-2  The President, President-Elect will each serve for a single two (2)-year term of 
office.  The Secretary and the Treasurer will each serve for a two (2)-year term of office, 
with staggered terms of office, and a maximum of two (2) consecutive terms in the same 
office.   
 
IV-3  The Officers will be elected annually by the members of the Chapter. 
 
IV-4  The Officers shall constitute the Executive Committee of the Chapter. 
 
IV-5  Each Chapter, by a majority vote of its Chapter Members, shall elect a Governor 
who will sit on the Board of Governors of the American Society of Hypertension. 
 
ARTICLE V 
DUTIES OF OFFICERS 
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V-1  The President will be the chief elected officer of the Chapter and will execute the 
policy and resolves of the Chapter.  The President shall preside at all meetings of the 
Chapter.  The President, subject to the approval of the Chapter, will appoint members of 
all committees and in consultation with the Board of Directors may establish and appoint 
members of other committees or entities of the Chapter. 
 
V-2  The President-Elect shall assist the President in the performance of his/her duties 
and perform such other duties as may, from time to time, be assigned by the President.  In 
the absence of the President, the President-Elect will perform the duties of the President.  
At the conclusion of the term of office of the President, the President-Elect assumes the 
office of Chapter President. 
 
V-3  The Secretary of the Chapter shall (a) oversee and report Chapter membership 
records and reporting, (b) forward notices of meetings of the Chapter and of the Board of 
Directors, (c) establish a quorum at all Chapter Meetings, (d) develop, maintain and 
submit records of all meetings of the Chapter to the Board of Directors, (e) forward, 
tabulate and report the annual election process, (f) coordinate and submit the annual 
report of the Chapter; (g) submit Amendments to the Bylaws to the membership; (h) 
submit all records and reports to the American Society of Hypertension as specified in 
these Bylaws & Chapter Licensing Requirements, and perform all duties customarily 
assigned to the office of Secretary and such other duties as from time to time may be 
assigned by the Chapter President or Board of Directors. 
 
 
V-4  The Treasurer of the Chapter will (a) serve as the principal financial officer of the 
Chapter, (b) have responsibility for assuring that appropriate financial records for the 
Chapter, (c) have charge and custody of all funds and securities of the Chapter in such 
banks, trust companies or other depositories as will be selected by the officers with the 
approval of the Board of Directors; (d) submit regular financial statements to the Board 
of Directors and to the American Society of Hypertension as well as to the membership at 
the Annual Meeting of the Chapter, and perform all duties customarily assigned to the 
office of Treasurer and such other duties as from time to time may be assigned by the 
Chapter President or Board of Directors. 
 
ARTICLE VI 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
VI-1  The administration, property and activities of the Chapter will be managed by its 
Board of Directors. 
 
VI-2  The Board of Directors will consist of the Officers of the Chapter and at least three 
(3) Members-at-Large of the Chapter.  The Chapter President will serve as chairman of 
the Board of Directors. 
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VI-3  The Members-At-Large will each serve for a three (3) year term of office, with 
staggered terms, with a maximum of two (2) consecutive terms. 
 
VI-4  The Officers of the Chapter serve as the Executive Committee of the Chapter and 
will exercise the powers of the Board of Directors between meetings of the Board, with 
subsequent reporting and ratification by the Board at its next meeting. 
 
VI-5  The Board of Directors will meet at least twice a year.  The Board of Directors may 
have additional meetings if called by the President, or at the request of five (5) Board 
Members.  The President will fix the place for holding the Board meeting, unless 
otherwise directed by the Board of Directors.  
 
VI-6  The Secretary will forward a notice stating the place, day and hour of the meeting 
and the purpose or purposes for which the meeting is called to each Board Member not 
less than thirty (30)-days before the date of the meeting. 
 
VI-7  A simple majority of the members of the Board of Directors, when duly called and 
assembled, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting of the 
Board of Directors. 
 
VI-8  A vacancy on the Board of Directors for members other than the President, 
President-Elect may be filled by action of the members of the Board of Directors at any 
Board Meeting.  The individual so appointed to fill a vacancy shall serve for the 
unexpired term of his/her predecessor. 
 
ARTICLE VII 
COMMITTEES 
 
VII-1  The Chapter will have at least the following Standing Committees: Executive 
Committee, Nominating Committee and the Scientific Program Committee. 
 
VII-2  As circumstances warrant the Chapter will establish additional Standing 
Committees or Ad Hoc Committees on Membership, Finance, Ethics, Scientific Program, 
Community Service, Third Party Reimbursement, Government Relations, and other 
committees.   
 
VII-3  The President will appoint the members of each committee in consultation with the 
Board of Directors. 
 
VII-4  Committee Members, with the exception of the Nominating Committee, serve for 
a two (2) year term of office, with a maximum of two (2) terms. 
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VII-5  Committee Chairpersons, with the exception of the Nominating Committee and 
the Executive Committee, are appointed by the President in consultation with the Board 
of Directors. 
 
VII-6  Vacancies in the membership of any committee will be filled by appointments 
made by the President in consultation with the Board of Directors.  The individual so 
appointed will serve for the unexpired term of his/her predecessor. 
 
VII-7 All committees report to the Board of Directors. 
 
 
ARTICLE VIII 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 
VIII-1  The Nominating Committee will be composed of the immediate past president of 
the Chapter, and two (2) members of the Chapter, who do not currently hold elected or 
appointed positions within the Chapter, appointed by the Board of Directors, each serving 
for a two (2)-year term of office, with staggered terms and a maximum of one (1) term. 
 
VIII-2  The Nominating Committee annually will recommend to the Board of Directors 
at least two (2) nominees for the Office of President-Elect and any other vacancy in the 
Officers of the Chapter.  The Nominating Committee may not nominate any of its 
members to any vacant position. 
 
VIII-3  The Nominating Committee will report its recommendations to the Board of 
Directors in sufficient time to enable election by mail ballot before the expiration of the 
term of the current Officers. 
 
ARTICLE IX 
VOTING 
 
All voting for the election of Officers will be by mail ballot, except in providing for 
filling unscheduled vacancies.  Mail ballots will be distributed by the Secretary to all 
voting members of the Chapter at least 60 days prior to the Annual Meeting and returned 
to the Secretary for tabulation at least 30 days prior to the Annual Meeting.  The 
candidate receiving a plurality of votes for each office shall be declared elected.  The 
results of the voting shall be reported to the Board of Directors and to the membership at 
the Annual Meeting of the Chapter.   
 
ARTICLE X 
MEETINGS 
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X-1  The Chapter will hold an annual business meeting open to all members and invited 
guests at a time and place designated by the Board of Directors.  The purpose of the 
meeting shall be to transact business before the Chapter. 
 
X-2  Special meetings of the membership may be called by the President after 
consultation with the Board of Directors or upon written request of not less than twenty 
percent of the Chapter membership. 
 
X-3  A notice stating the place, day and hour of each membership meeting will be mailed 
to each member of the Chapter not less than 30 days before the meeting. 
 
X-4 In addition to its Annual Business Meeting, the Chapter will sponsor an annual scientific 
meeting.  The annual scientific meeting will be scheduled so as not to conflict with the Annual 
Scientific Meeting of the American Society of Hypertension. 
 
X-5   The American Society of Hypertension will serve as joint or co-sponsor for CME 
for meeting participants for all Chapter continuing education meetings. 
 
 
ARTICLE XI 
COMMUNICATION  
 
Each Chapter will communicate Chapter activities and news to Chapter Members.   
 
 
ARTICLE XII 
DUES AND ASSESSMENTS 
 
XII-1  Annual dues for Active Members and Members-In-Training will be set by the 
Board of Directors and approved by the American Society of Hypertension.  Chapter 
dues should not exceed 50% of the annual dues paid to the American Society of 
Hypertension. 
 
XII-2  Active Members will be dues-paying members.  Dues will be waived for Emeritus 
Members. 
 
XII-3  The American Society of Hypertension will be responsible for the annual dues 
billing process and related membership records and timely reporting for Chapter 
Members.  The American Society of Hypertension will promptly remit Chapter dues 
payments to the Treasurer of the Chapter. 
 
 
ARTICLE XIII 



ASH REGIONAL CHAPTER BYLAWS TEMPLATE 
< > REGIONAL CHAPTER 

OF THE  
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF HYPERTENSION, INC.  (ASH) 

 
 

030812 7 

REPORTING 
 
XIII-1  In order to maintain its license as a Chapter of the American Society of 
Hypertension, the Chapter will submit an annual report to the American Society of 
Hypertension Chapter Relations Committee within 60 days of the conclusion of the fiscal 
year addressing the annual Chapter performance criteria required by the Society. 
 
XIII-2  The Chapter Treasurer will submit annual financial statements to the American 
Society of Hypertension. 
 
 
ARTICLE XIV 
CHAPTER MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 
 
XIV-1  The Chapter will identify and appoint an administrator to process the 
management of the chapter. 
 
XIV-2  The Chapter will establish a permanent mailing address, telephone & voice mail 
system and Chapter file storage site(s). 
 
XIV-3  The Chapter fiscal year will commence on October lst each year and conclude on 
September 30. 
 
XIV-4  The Chapter will file annual financial reports with the American Society of 
Hypertension, maintaining its financial records, and an annual audit, if required, in accord 
with generally accepted accounting principles, and following Internal Revenue Service 
regulations.   
 
 
ARTICLE XV 
INDEMNIFICATION 
 
To the full extent permitted by law, the Chapter will indemnify any and all of its Officers, 
Board Members, Committee Members and Chapter Staff Members for certain expenses 
and other amounts paid in connection with legal proceedings in which any such person 
becomes involved by reason of serving in any such capacity with or for the Chapter.  The 
Chapter will purchase and maintain insurance on behalf of any or all Officers, Board 
Members and Chapter Staff Members against any liability asserted against any such 
person, and incurred in any such capacity, whether or not the Chapter would have the 
power to indemnify them against such liability under the provisions of this article. 
 
ARTICLE XVI 
AMENDMENTS 
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XVI-1  Amendments to the Bylaws may be initiated by the Board of Directors by a two-
thirds majority vote or by 25 Chapter Members in good standing.  All amendments must 
have the approval of the American Society of Hypertension. 
 
XVI-2  Amendments must be accompanied with information informing members of the 
ramifications of the proposed amendment. 
 
XVI-3  Amendments to the Bylaws must be submitted to the membership by the 
Secretary of the Chapter in writing for review and approval at least 60 days prior to the 
Annual Business Meeting of the Chapter. 
 
 
ARTICLE XVII 
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 
 
The most current edition of Roberts Rules of Order will be the parliamentary authority 
for all matters of procedure not specifically covered by the Bylaws. 


